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ADVERTISEMENT: 


ö 


5 HE Pamphlet which gives riſe to 
the following obſervations, is attri- 

| buted to an Author, addicted to the prac- 
- Bo * tice of ſenatorial oratory; that continued 
Preſence of mind, a demand from the con- 
ſtitution upon every rank of individuals 
in periods of alarm, would have evinc'd a 
Te more intrinſic regard to its exiſtence, As a. 
1 member of the ſenate, to whoſe delibera- 
tions he had already forwarded his lang 
economical appeal, it could ſcarcely have 
been expected, particularly at an era, te- 
quiring deciſive action, that his pen ſhould 
have been employ d, as a more ſubſtantial 
remedy. No one of the ſubordinate rio- 
ters could, it may be preſum'd, be found 
adequate to a bare peruſal of our author's 
ſentiments; few of the principal Adberents 
o the political cauſe, in which he is un- 
der authority engag'd, may be concluded 
capable to comprehend them; from the 
right line of genuine argumentation Zheſe 


1 


1 6 
A have moſt ſubſerviently deviated. The 
patriotic career has of late run in a directi- 
on totally oppoſite to the rational; when 
Reaſon has been once abandon'd, it is not 
uncommonly experienced, that artifice has 
found herſelf entrap'd in the ſnare, induſ- 
triouſly fabricated againſt thoſe, whoſe diſ- 
grace was fix d as an harbinger of her own 


advancement. | 
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ber anon 


HEN cite apr vs 
diſhonorable alarm has pervaded a me- 


tropolis,.containing, with the wealth of nations, 


that fohid underſtanding beſt calculated to its 


fupportz When a licentious rabble has been let 
looſe upon their fellow ſubjects, whoſe ſole rea- 
fonablle dependence, no leſs than their gomuine 
Tecority, Hes on the protection of government, 
againſt acts defiant of legal juriſdiction, acts tend» 
ing tothe overthrow of chureh and ſtate; when in 
conſequence of outrages unprecedented from the 
moment our anceſtors could boaſt a progreſs in 
eivilization, ALL* parties ſeem'd to indulge a 
temporary fuſpenſion of animoſity, and folt their 

7 n 


* A member of the upper houſe, a Nero of patriotic 


abilities, expreſs'd a more than uſual ſulleneſi of ſatisfac- 
tionat the diſgraceful ruin brooding upon the capital of 
of his country; in which it was only left to him to wiſh, 

chat 


(4) 


; oon involved in the public ſafety; let candor of 
Judgment point out the origin, (as far as leſs am- 
biguous appearances extend) of diſturbances in- 
fuſing horrur in the mind of every individual.— 
Why party ſhould be called in queſtion, to the 
better aſcertainment of the ſource, whence the 
Tiots had proceeded, may not fo immediately 
be teconciled; for all parties Foulg, in civil 
-commotions of 7his moſt inflammatory complec- 
tion, unite to the diſperſion of thoſe, of whatſo- 
. Ever degree in point of civil; or of political ij 
Portanceg who thus violate the welfare of the 
community. It is purpoſed to diſcuſs the tea - 
- 4fonableneſs' of this imputed origin. On the 
I aned% ant ce gs wy & 6 ener 


2 * . . _ 7 - 7 
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Al the enen - trams bad le N 
Was it a time to ſhower reproaches on the military, 
hen from their exertion alone the rioters were ffop-d in 
cir carcer of miſchief? Was it a time to tak over i- 
: formality of official directions, if | ſuch actually exiſted, 

when the public welfare depended upon ſtrict unanimity, 

| not'frivolous diviſions in the ſenate? While other op- 
45 of both houſes dropꝰd a conſiderahle portion of 
their rage, wis enobled ſpeaker ſtood forth, like the ge- 
ius of terror, frowning over the dreary waſte of * 
tion, by which he was ſurrounded. 


— Why g ſhould our author file himſelf * an habe 
dent whig at this period ? he may rightly profeſs him- 


_Felf a whig,, but perhaps not ſo — 1 | 
dent. ap ra de ig 


93 
confuſions themſelves it remains but to be ob- 
ferv'd, that town and country were not ĩinconſiſt- 
ently convulſed. A mob, 4ow/cever, or by whow- 
Jeever raiſed, proved by the outſet of their vio- 
lence their - intentions to reduce the capital (i- 
ſa no worſe!) to a Babylon: the ſyſtem, which 
they-primarily adopted, juſtifies, without the ne- 
cellity of higher examination, ſuch conſtruction of 


determined treaſon | probably, if not certainly, 


the mob, and their abettors had conceived zea- 
leus wiſhes, that the fires illuminated in ſo ma- 
ny diſtinct portions of the metropolis, particu» 
larly in the more public buildings, in which. go- 
vernment was more intrinſically intereſted, might 
operate as ſo many ſignals of popular approbation, 
and as the encouragement of a general riſe, par- 
_ ticularly in thoſe neighbouring counties, to which 

the conflagration might indeed appear prophetic 
of impending deſolation. The cry of the agents 


vas, it may ſeem, that the proteſtant religion was 


in danger.“ Such was the cry an occaſion of 
indulgences to the diſſenters in leſs recent days. 
A cry certainly not more unreaſonable than the 


preſent; but may it be enquired, whether no in- 


conſiderable /abor had produced the intolerant 


| ſpirit againſt the diſſenting intereſt from thoſe . 


fuperior quarters, the members of which ſhould, if 
they payed-due attention to, and affixed a pro- 


| Portionable value upon "ow own dignity, have 
B * 


| = 
*{ 
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| Rrenuotſly diſcountenanced every treſpaſs upon 


honeſt principle, and ingenuous manners; treſpaſſes 
(would that I could except later ſenatorial diſ- 
ſenſions) productive of licentiouſneſs, ſelf. pri- 
vileged from the darling popular pretence, that 
freedom of debate muſt never be infringed. Emi- 
nent logicians ? as if freedom could not properly 


fubſiſt, connected with the character of an intel- 


_ * ny faithful e 1 


o ſubmit an biftory os mobs, which ave oc- 
cakonally.a&tuated popular diſpoſitions in earlier 


ages of our conſtitution, would be impertinence 


at beſt. Shall we exhibit Norman regulations, 
reſiſted in their influence by Saxon prejudices? 
mall we ehumerate' the bloody contentions be- 
tween red and white roſes? ſhall we- but the 


real ſettlement of conſtutional rights in a far 
more modern period will preclude theſe or ſub- 
ſequent compariſons with the preſent theme of 
our reflections. Wat Tyler ſtab'd by one Mayor 


of London may reſt in his diſſolution, or our own 
Wat Tylers may have ſeduced or terrified other 


Mayors of London from the ſpirit of dutifut 


exertion” in ſupport of their king and country: 
enoughit weadverttoour own particular ſituation : 


mote than enough, if conſiſtency could diſunite 


= operations of the rabble from a certain par- 
or oer . liamentary 


Lew UAA — 


Cu. 
Bamentary temper, evidently obſtructing, in too 
many of thoſe, whoſe education ſhould have 
taught them leſs ſanguine leſſons, the proceſs of 


national emolument! who have ſacrific'd truth 


to ſelf intereſt, COTE to ar, 6 and Py 
tiſm to party, o 


In ſtates, verging towards the meridian of ci- 
vilrzation, no mob has been ſelf-created. Imi- 
tation is a character of humanity. - Example 
has been rarely known to aſcend; and no won- 
der | for the virtues or demerits of ſuperior 
ranks operate more largely, as more conſpicu- 
ous to the world. Why not reconcile the pre- 


ſent outrages to the ee principle of nas 
Jure 1 97 682. 


1 


. 88 2 4. Our ho ama, that to de — 


ſtructive flame, which has been kindled, a remedy equally 
dangerous has been applied? This remedy is, it may be 


preſumed, the M7 Uttary, Whoſe fears are all awaken” by 


* their introduction in the buſineſs, which we treat, may 


be anſwered by limiting them to certain malecontents, 
I avow myſelf to entertain no apprehenſion from theexer- 


tions of military power; at this preſent period when mi- 


niſters receive their full meaſure of illiberal abuſe, even 
while acting for public benefit,' they can ſcarcely be 
imagined diſpoſed to call out the foldiery on errands ſub- 


verſive of civil policy, In the recent confuſions the tat- 


ter 


Boas £4. 


(' 12 V 
ut it may be civil to compliment by noticing 
our author's data, that the proteſtant religion 
had nothing to do with the late diſturbances, that 


not been any e ed to che people,” 


2 10 N +1; {2 


noted Pest importance, he- 


ther our argument commence with the propoſt- 


tiqns in their order, I will beg leave with the 


hopeſt ſimpliciry of the conſtable in the play to 
glance immediately at the can, which cloſes a 


ſide ;compariſon between the proteftint, and the 


patriotic -petitions, proceeding from the *inftruc- 
tions of a decided majority of conſtituents, which 


41 lll times, and on all occafions ſhould command 


compliance from repreſentatives.* *Univerſalcon- 


eee ee 
WE er been 


ter has been found e achtet dees Pinker 
were certainly not appealed to, till every member of the 
community who trembled for his ow, or more worthily 
of that blood inherited from Engliſh fore father, for the 
exiſtence of his country, welcomed them 26 protector, 
and as, friends; not as the locuſts, or the tygets, with 
which 29714 titles they have been ee l the | 


W of jealous Antipathy.,. 


191 


the prayer of the petition from the pious aſſocia - 


tors meets not general approbation; and that 
the Act 18 Geo. III. relative to the papiſts has 


180 
boldneſs of inventive imagination may range at 
liberty, but in travels over which the cooler ſteps 
of judicious inveſtigation will meet frequent oc- 
cation for a pauſe! Univerſal conſent can 
ſcarcely be conceived a tribute rationally due 
but to tfuths almoſt intuitive, For when en- 
quiry is the game ſtarted, ſcepriciſm and caſuiſtry 
are uſually its Putſuers. If ſuch tribute was ever 
due, it ſurely is to the character, and doctrines of 
the great author of our religion, yet have the 
former been affectedly contemned, or impioully 
calumniated by open foes, and the latter wreſted 
in frivolous explanations to the deluſions of fa- | 
naticiſm: by pretended friends the Wittiams, 
and their aſſociates of natural religion are in the 
liſt 1 Marker Mes the Prieſtlys * and De Coet- 


"goo, 


The more we flounder to eſcape from, the more 
deeply we plunge ourſelves into the mire; a ſentiment 
10 no inſtance more compleatly verified than in the obſti 
nate perſeverance of thoſe, falſely ſtiled moral Philoſo- 
phers; in none more eſſentially than in the perſonage above. 
Philoſopher oß light, of air, of electrical powers, his tuul - 
tifarious j Ingenuity lets looſe an unbounded fancy into 
the *.yacuum ” of ** neceſſariani/m. ”* a genius who has 
happily blended reaſon with imagination has projumed to 
invalidate an opinion, derogatory from ſuch logical inveſ- 
Figation - the philoſopher is angered and to convince the 


_ republic 


{ 14 ) 
legons o with the motley trumpeters of conven< 
ricleinfatuation ſupport the logic of the /e/5 taint- 
ed catalogue. Perſpicuity of reaſoning, and 
ſimplicity of expreſſion. are the genuine features 
of goſpel purity; the track is ſo obvious that 
none can miſs, but he who wiſhes not to find it; 
obvious, except indeed the myſteries, which it con- 
tains, and which gentlemen of the above order are 
more aſſumingly bent to elucidate, though placed 
above the reach of human underſtanding, rather, 
| it men . to inculcate the hymilicy of the 

1 gfe 4" * | be woos 


Zee, of 3 * kis 3 was ſounded upon 

ſand, produces a quibbling anſwer, attempts an imper - 
tinent defence of a doctrine, a quibble in itſelf, a doc- 
trine leading to the ſubverſion of reveal'd, in the over- 
_ throw of moral liberty, a grand pillar of natural, religi- 
on. What more ſelf convicted abſurdity, than to ere& 
mental operations, variegated to an almoſt "infinite ex- 
tent (as far as human reflection is worthy of the epi- 
chet) on the ſhallow baſis of original neceſſity N 


perveding — individual exertion {5 0554525 


ee e e «the ſcripture dodrine of 
grace Explained.” Dodiley, 1780, the author has been 

termed by his gaping votaries an ingenious ſcholar, and 
r f und reaſoner. Had the title · page to the diſcourſe 
ran explained away,” his claim to the latter compli - 
ment would have been more properly aſcertained; and 


his modeſty had kept pace with his veracity, 


1560 | 
maſter than the haughtineſs of the critic, to 
the true followers of the faith. —* Univerſal 
conſent l it is a political ſoleciſm the very idea 
originates in the flattering ardor of ſelf- conceit, 
which perpetually realizes the object of its wiſh ! 
In the particular inſtance of thoſe civil petitions, 
- (raw bantlings)which, though nurſed in theicy lap 
of lingering winter, were engendered in the bed 
of inflammation, ſuch conſent. may appear ſin- 
gularity itſelf, That conſtituents ſhould 1% 4 
man ſpontaneouſly, and without a word of advice, 
far leſs of meck perſuaſion, or obſtinate compul- 
fion, happen to promulge ſentiments, which ap- 
pened to be diametrically oppoſite to the majority 
of repreſentatives, and of citizens, who eſteemed 
happineſs of ſociety to be worthy their fr atten- 
tion; that ſuch fortuitous diverſity ſhould have 
taken place, may be conſtrued an aukward 
ſtumbling block to this boaſted tenet of uni- 
verſal * concurrence. | 


The proteltant religion had nothing to do in 
the late diſturbances,” It either had to do with it, 
or it had not! if it had not, how can the riots 
ſo immediately conſequent upon, nay the conco- 
mirants of the proteſtant petition, be effectually 
accounted for ; if no other principle, or-to ſpeak 
openly, want of an was ntermixed, whence 

proceeded 


16 


* 


proceeded the deſlruction af public edifces, the 


ereaſonable -diſmemberment . of priſoners from 
their cells, the menaces of death againſt thoſe, 


| avowedly innocent of even a wiſh ta procure the 


obnoxious bill; whence. thoſe other outrages, 


not imputeable to the ſpirit of religious perſecu- 


tion i enforcement of compliance in matters of 


religion has. blotted occaſionally the annals of 


every age and nation, or rather have written them 


in characters of blood. The torrent of paſſions 


ance let looſe, the bounds of reaſon are borne 


_ down by its violence; where religion is the pre- 
text, ruin more immediately, and effectually en- 


ſues. Religion cannot ſtand her ground unſup- 


potted by reaſon, and ſhe whoſe voice is righte- 
- oulneſs, and whoſe. paths are comfort, is con- 
© Gemned to be a ſilent ſpectator of the moſt ex- 


tortionate injuſtice, and temptſtvous outra- 
ges in thoſe, who preſume to plead her ſacred 
. in juſtification of gvilt. 


, And here, happy ſhould I boaſt myſelf to ac- 
quit the proteſtants, while I criminate the pa- 


piſt. Our author has croſſed the ocean to con- 
Jure up the ghoſt of a king, may I flep. thence 
into the Netherlands, and mourn over religion, 
whoſe divine inſſructions dy'd away amid the 
ſumult of arms, and whole temple was a ficld « 


of | carnage ?—moura over ſavereigns upon 
| their 


99 8 
their thrones the victims of baſe aſſaſſins, over 
enſigns of war ſtreaming in defiance of the ban- 
ner of peace ? over juſtice ſubverted, provinces 
a wildernefs, and faith proſtrated to opinion? 
Let may one truth candidly be aſſerted; theſe 
confuſions owed not their birth to proteſtant in- 
ſtigation; againſt the anathemas of opprobrious 
councils, the tyranny of a triple-headed 'uſurper, 
and the profligate meanneſs of kings, flaves to 
that monſter, to whom they made their ſubjects 
| ſlaves, theſe jealous opponents were antagoniſts 
of defence. Opprefſion makes a wiſe man 
mad.” advantages obtained by the oppreſſed, 
when the paſſions are toſt in a ſtorm of action, 
will not uncommonly keep him ſuch. Reaſon 
| cannot recover from the bend with the pliancy 
of a palm, nor the warrior in a moment check 
the career of victory: every conqueror is awhile 
another Ziſca, not blinded in his corporeal, but 
F = mental eye. 


Truth muſt a that no edit 
have aſſiſted to kindle a Smithfield fire with 
deliberate rancor againſt the lives and - property 
of the papiſt ; no proteſtant imitator of the 
firebrand D. of Alva has triumphantly inflicted 
inquiſitorial tortures; yet are not our eccleſi- 
aſtigal hiſtories compilations, of perſecuting zeal? 
do we not in thoſe gloomy records behold © bro- 

ther going to war with brother, and the foes of 
8 a man 


: 


(18 J. 
a man thoſe of his own houſehold?” obſerve: W 
not the bands of ſociety deſtroyed, and anarchy 
u ſurping the ſeat of order; innocence devoted, 
criminality ſanRified. for conſcience ſake,” by 
the commiſſion of deeds evineing no conſcience 
to ſubſiſt ? I paſs over the theme of literary per - 
ſecution carried on by ſtubborn diſſenters with 
their metaphyſical jargon upon ** abſolute ne- 
ceſlity and fixed decrees * ſubjects deſtructive of 
religious intellect; of © anti trinitarian enthuſi- 
aſts, who, call themſelves, diſciples, of · the moral 
precepts, while they vilify the preacher of reve - 
lation, Arguments are thrown away on ſuch 
equivocal perverters of underſtanding, who 
prove themſelves to have been previouſly per- 
ve tted: let them © ſearch the ſcriptures; for in 
them are the words of truth!“ “ what,” ſays 
our author in erte 1 i this 
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Page 8. Whether thoſe who figned the 8 
Aſſoeiation would. have been ſatisfied with a bare repeal: 
of the Act. 18 Geo. 111. and. not have inſiſted on penal- 
ties unthought of by previous legiflatures, may be a ſu- 
perfluous queſtion. Many of them certainly knew not 
the purport of the inſtrument, on which they waſted 
their fignatures, or + marks ; more knew not the ſerious 


amount of their * Such Gothic ſcribes fi- 


oben a er. 0d. 7 


1 * 4 
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| ( 19) 
Petition d ĩt prays* that freſh penalties may be 
Jayed on a ſet of men, on papiſts. The petitioners 
were ind:ed inſtruments of * freſh penalties,” lay d 
mot on the papiſts alone, but on a proteſtant 
community. They brought a Handitii together, 
and are therefore anſwerable for their exceſſes. 
Poſitive law was violated in the collection of ſo 
many thouſands together, let the ꝓretence have 
been what it would. Tenderneſs to a moſt miſguid- 
ed delinquent induces me to decline a mention of 
the advertifement, which oſtenſibly inſpired their 
meeting; a meeting oa that very ſpot, to which, 
nad not unconſtitutional clamors been indulged 
on a former military, and civil reſiſtanee to a 
mob when a forward zealot fell no -unmerited 
ſaerifice to the policy of his country, ſufficient 
Force would, it may be concluded, have been ſent 
to their immediate diſperſion. Fatal St. Georges 
e alike che n * and religion ! 
The 


n One honeſt lem a wonhy 
an atomiſt of beaſts was invited to fign a late civil pe- 
zition ; with which, after purifying his right hand ſome- 
what diſcolored from a recent operation in the line of 
his profeſſion, he-complyed ; defiring at the ſame time 
that the bearer would acquaint him, whether he had not 
brought likewiſe the prote/; which to prevent future 
trouble, he was ready immediately to ſign. I cannot ace 
Sede to our author's aſſertion, that the proteſtant petition 

neceſſarily implied * the Wa of additional, penal 


Jaws.“ 


(aa) 
The peaceable deporment, and: perfect 
reconciliation to the preſent conſtitution of our 
ſtate,” obvious in Catholic reſidents, may not be 
queſtioned without grounds of reaſonable ſuſpi- 
cion. I ſincerely believe them to be faithful 
ſubjects; and am perſuaded, it is now ſtill more 
to their intereſts,” that they remain ſuch. Ig- 
norant vulgarity or prejudiced hypocriſy may be. 
left at liberty to accuſe their principles. But while 
the liberal diſpoſitions of the more reſpectable 
families, or of more conſcientious individuals ex- 
empts them from accuſation, ſome attention, 
ſhould be paid to the influence of their priefts ; 
enjained by licences of papal authority to convert, 
as many as they can ſeduce, ® and of whom 
numbers, -who feed _ youre _—_ to > by 
—_ rid. 1. 


| {7ihowever theſe — 1 readily 17 | 
port, what muſt be faid of thoſe protetant 
ſubjects, whoſe much-be-praiſed office has ac- 
tuated them to deſtroy the balance of the 
conſtitution, on the treacherous idea of maintain- 
ing its equipoiſe, But | was tgo haſty, perhaps an 
N appeal 


| * To ſpeak however with a temper becoming a rea 
was «hs eee wer * N 


1 Ne ſeutiei dignum borribili ſectere flagello.”, 
„ rr e ene . 


62 
appeal to our author would be an appeal raths 
tb the ff, that to che lot! | 


8 Who,” continues our writer, ſigned i. ? 
numbers, no doubt ! ſtubborn aſſiduity affecting 
to exert itſelf for the good of the ſoul pervades 
every the remoteſt corner; and proſelytes will 
flock tg the holy ſtandard. When I obſerve a 
crawd patien tly ſighing thoſe ſouls away to the 
ditties of menaced damnation blown by the 
bellows of field preaching lungs when I hear 

from the dying lips of thoſe enraptured hearers 
: the grateful whiſpers of * excellent, balſam* re- 
freſhing the votaries of faith, of reaſoning, ' a 
©marvelouſly divine cordial to their fainting 
ſpirits ; of more than fatherly tenderneſs in 
their * ſhepherd, who breathes but for his flock;* 
When ſuch the commendations laviſhed on a 
miſerable fanatic, the ſucceſs of men ſomewhat 
poſſeſſed of literature, that happier ſupport of 
zeal, may be looked upon as infallible. 


Peers of the realm, independent peers, * great 
landed commoners' © gentlemen of the monied in- 
cereſt, of the yeomanry, and reſpectable free- 
holders' have been ſo long engaged in the buſi- 
neſs of ſtate reformation, that few of them, it may 
be apprehended, have been able to ſteal a mo- 
ment for religious inyeſtigations, , So inceffant 


dee the Pamphlet, 


: = 


( 22 ) 
their vigils of attention to concerns Which 
come home to their: boſoms, that many, I am 
convinced, knew no more of the manner in 
which the petition, than of that in which the 


bill had been framed, and ignorant, probably, 
ret ſuch a bill * nnn ä 


> Away with one archdeacon* fobſcribing to 
the proteſtant, what compariſon can the dullneſs 
of his ſolitary ſignature bear with the active 
meandrings of a tenacious prieſt to the encou- 
ragement of a patriotic petition, throughout a 
complicated nortbern county? converts of 


no milder complection would bis prieſt, it may 


be preſumed, have troubled himſelf to attempt, 
by 4 chriſtian lecture from his pulpit 


Scotch fanatics, notorious inectiodiſts, und 


deluded wretches, obſcure nurſes of ſedition !* 


ſhall theſe be mentioned with free and unexpec- 
ting members of the legiſlature wandering like 
briefs, from houſe t houſe, thro* county and 
county, with an uncomely roll of parchment ſoil- 
ing thoſe hands, which erewhile had faſhionably 
patted a precious ſnuff box, or the lily finger 
of ſome captivating. amorata ? ſhall the © blunt 

e integrity 


„ See Pamphlet p. 13, 14. 
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integrity, with which others have thundered, like 
patriotic popes, from the vatican of their ſenate 
of county- towns, of taverns, or of fields, receive 
inſult by a compariſon with brawling, ſocieties of 
political debate, erected in humble imitation of 
a more elevated ſphere, and ſtealing,: for the 
purpoſes of petty ny the Wen e 

fare, which be 


"A een Stephens ker 


Hail, ye © peaceable, orderly, and conſtitu- 
tional,” patriotic petitioners; ye ſages of ſolemn 
deliberation!* ye © feelers of grievances in your 
own perſons; ye © redreſſers of abuſes, ye * Jouers 
of your property, as individuals, ye © daily loſers 
of your poſſeſſions, as à nation, ye cr 


deſunt! — 


** . 
hc 
3 7 


» Pamper p. 15, 16, The clangrage of theſe p peti» 
nioners is, it ſeems, manly, addrefling that branch of the 
legiſlature, that repreſents their own body, and that is 
myeſted with their own» Majeſty.” Our author might 
have added, that the induſtrious repreſentatives had, 
many of them, falicitouſly addreſſed themſelves ;' for 
had not theſe repreſentatives hung out the flag of oppo- 
ſition, few or no petitioning mobs of gentlemen had aſ- 
fembled : the petitions were brought i into o diy from the 
hotbed-of ſenatorial difſenfion, 


( 26 ) 
Abe late act in favor of the papiſts has not 


- been properly repreſented to the people.“ It e- 


videntiy has not, the author therefore 1 is 1 
ben, 620 + * 


kid e led the way to FRA "of 
enquiry," reflection would have influenced the 
judgment of the proteſtant petitioners ; thoſe 
among them at leaſt, who might have been qua- 
| lified to thin. It was incumbent upon their 
inſtigators to indulge ſuch with an impartial ex- 
Planation of the bill, that they might in turn 
communicate its real principles to the dregs 4 for 
dre 8 will always abound in the veſſel of © petiti- 
on, and the liquor it contains can never be fine 
from the ferment, into which it conſtantly is put. 
Examination would have furniſhed. them with 
cohviction, that thoſe penal ſtatutes, inflicted 
upon catholics at a period when policy united 
with religion more conſiſtently admitted the rod 
of terror co be brandiſhed over their heads by 
the arm of authority, were none of them repeal- 
ed except thoſe, the validity of which operated 
as oppreſſion, to the diſgrace of humanity, and 
in 00 poſſible inceroſts of che ſtare. „ * 1 


Perpetual iniptiſtlimait® was & menace not 
improperly in force, while every incroachment-of 


e) 
the catholie perſuaſion upon the proteſtant eſ- 
tabliſhment tended to a direct invaſion of the 


rights, and liberties of that country, which gave 
ſnelter to their perſons, and wiſhed not the 


confiſcation of their n 


| Thanks. to. the haves confirmation of his 
preſent Majeſty in his throne | thanks to the in- 


genuous ſpirit of liberal civilization | charity to 


thoſe, whole. errors we may lament without 
hazard of imitation, or of ſuffering by their con- 
tinuance, 1s a tribute. to individuals demeaning 
themſelves with higher loyalty, I afraid, 
than many more benzfited ſubjects! Se the 
| Opponents of ſuch honorable clemency ought 
to have conſidered, that perpetual impriſonment 
would at this time glare in the rankeſt colörs 
of tyranny unrelenting ; and that the amoval of 
more enlarged, implies not in courſe the derelic- 


Tiog of inferior, penalties. 


The harſher knot, which tied. up the propri- 
£1or of catholic eſtates from a full authority over 
their diſpoſal, was bound by the temper. of a 
dangerous æra; when a- candid perſon of that 


ſcarcely have _ the propriety of unraveh. 


ing it! * a uf ann 
* 11 * 
% 5 Religion 


perſuaſion, if ſuch was at that time known, would 


—— — eo ms. —— - 


(26) 


"Religion i in theſe more ſettled periods canc 
not be affected by the indulgence of ample 
of catholic proprietors over the eſtates, 
which they have purchaſed, or which they inherit 
| by deſcent. The liberty of diſpoſal, incumb'rance,, 
or devize.cannat faib in the reyolution of days 
to. diminiſh rather than increaſe the importance 
of that perſuaſion into what very numerous 
channels has Property been divide in conſe- 
quence of thoſe acts, which, from the abolition of 
al reſtriQions, burſt, link by link, the chain of 
the captive, vnd gratified ſociety by ius unbound- 
ed range from the graſp of obe, to; the hand of 
many. maſters,” The hardy baron, who attended 
his ſovereign to War, in whieh his own emolument 
Vas got ſought, but primarihy deferted' from the 
expences of his etiquette. would vainly in theſe 
times trace a  footltep of his property, or a feature 
of his character in the n of his deſcendent | 
and how few of them, any, could be found 


Where property ivemancipated, no limit, but 
that of prudence, can ſuffice to its preſervation, 
as that of induſtry ſuperadded may be adequate 
to the originaF.polſeſtion,” Where eſtates art 
intailed, the father may experience the ocrafion 
of a ſupply; and like many a good proteſtant be 
OT his application to a /ox, newly come 

$1292 as | to 
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to age, for a releaſe of bis right; my young 
maſter may as probably wiſh the enjoyment of 
an immediate ſum: Neither are, too fre- 
quently provident of the future !* | 
| | Thete 


Our author from p. 17, to p. 20: has furniſſted us 
with à liſt of the ſeveral penalties from which the ca- 
holics are relieved by the act in queſtion, no leſs than 
with the penalties ſtill remaining in force: I have par- 
ticularly examined this act, which, compared with 
former ones, will ſatisfactorily evince, that little folid 
advantage is ultimately gained by that perſuaſion, un- 
leſs in the diſpoſal of their property, to Which their 
lineal dend now poſſeſs a claim equal to tit of 
fr own. Heavieſt penalties have ayowedly glared on 
every treſpaſs againſt che interefts of the kingdom ; thoſe 
of a groſſer complection art juſtly taken off, An oath 
of the ſtrieteſt, moſt inviolable allegeance to the crown. 
of Great Britain with a full and abſolute renunciation of 
papal authority in theſe, or other kingdoms, which have 
ſoyereigns of their own ; an ahequivocal fupport of the 

| t ſucceſſion in the family of his preſent Ma- 
zeſty; theſe and other reſtrictions bind him, in con- 
ſcience, intereſt, and duty, to the ſtate, furniſhing larger 
cotmforta, and more permanent ſecurity, chan his na 
4ive region could beſtow.  Whence otherwiſe his con- 
fiſteney in remaining here ? Every ſchoolmaſter &e. to 
be compelted to take the ſame-oath, before he receives 
the ſmalleſt privilege under the act, Why in the name 
of propriety, the reſeryation of a clauſe prohibiting the 


. 


( 28 ) 
There was a time, and that of no material 
diſtance,” when even the cradles of proteſtants 
would have been eſteemed the reclining place 
of corruption, if rocked by the moſt friendly 
hand of catholic aſſiſtance; the infant would 
have been immediately announced a convert, | 
though it could neither ſpeak or underſtand. 
The parents of thoſe days, little regardful of . 
their own ſettled ayerſion to the doctrine, thax 
heretics might be deſtroyed, went ſome way 
towards the adoption of ſuch doctrine, by the 
moſt intolerant deteſt ation of the perſon, Whg 
practiſed it, I by no means recommend catho- 
hes as preceptors in a houſe, for they might be 
hurried by intemperate zeal to direct inexperi- 
enced minds; but as forward ſhould I be to 
cheriſh their amity, as that of an intruſive and 
officious match mater; that * Noverca' of the 
ancients, with all her criminality, inexcuſcable 


1 7; one of her ee 
Vs: 


reſidence of a catholic within ten miles of 3 and 
his poſſeſſion of a horſe above five. pounds in value? 
75. % argue the motives inſtituting former acts, but at 
the ſame time convince a reaſonable underſtanding, that, 
they ſhould be now done way. The truth is, that very. 
| few of the pepalties, originally ſubſiſting, have ever, 
Been enforced. Their rigor has deſtroyed their efficacy. 
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We now intermix with unreſerved familiarity, 
Proteſtants and Catholics, and feel no religious 
contamination; thoſe whoſe morals are deranged, 
or whoſe integrity 1s unimpeached, prove them- 
ſelves the more perfect or degenerate Chriſtians, 
the more valyable or obnoxious members of ſo- 


Giety. Oo, where they will, the frft carry with 


them a n that they lay claim to con- 
Gderation, of which if diſappointed, their ſpj- 
rit of rectitude will maintain a temperate con- 
duct in their imputation of negle&t to injuſtice : 
Injuſtice which they may more readily endure, 
from conviction that they cannot have deſerved 


it, Dignity of mind alike undiminiſhed on the | 


Ganges, the Thames, and the Po | 


| Indulgences ſo recently received by Catholics 


from a Proteſtant communion are ſtrong, and vi- 


rous appeals to the ſeveral ſtates in' which” 


the former perſuaſion | is eſtabliſhed, to efface 


the barbariſm of cuſtoms, inimical to the peace, 


and i injurious to the natural and civil rights of 


individuals, Two occur, which are a moſt ſcan- 
dalous ignominy to the policy of France, as ex- 
erciſes of unwarrantable reſentment againſt un- 
offending innocence, even beyond the grave. 
To confiſcate the-perſonals of a fellow creature, 
whoſe” health might | have been the object of ſo- 

biciting 


. 
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({ 30 b, 5 
lieiting. the protection of our kingdom, or che 
happier temperature of our climate, is cruelty 
in the groſs. It is only not poiſoning the very 
alr he is come to breathe; with this excep- 


tion in favor of the laſt, that we ſhould rains 


it equally againft ourſelves. The refuſal of 
Chriſtian burial to a deceaſed in the ceremonies 
of bis own church, is degrading to humanity,” 

If we muſt be political, Jer us not be perfonal ene- 
mies,—If candor demands this limitation to the 
hatred of a ſtranger, what added boundaries 
muſt the fix to enmity amongft ourſelves l En- 
mity, which, if not more cloſely guarded, may 
devote the conſtitution of that country, in the 
ſupport of whoſe welfare our ow] is interweaved, 


Aſſociations produQtive of general happineſs at 


Home may tend to the luſtre of exertions 
e Aſſociations of a more malignant growth 

ave too lately ſprung from the ſeeds of ſedition ; 
—let theſe deadly night ſhades be rooted out, 
4 why cumber they the ground,” curſed by their 
baleful influence ? Aſſociators may be obſerved 
to poſſeſs the defective qualities of the Mule, 
without the ſmalleſt title to any of its good ones; 
recollect we the ſire and the dam, which gave birth 
to that animal; Aſſociators * chiefly the 


Ne. 
* 
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eſſence bf that auricular parent, known to 
be of the more diſhoneft breed; they are 
ſtubbornly perſeverant; the very intrinſit 
character of that miſchief, which they love ; 
in one point among others the male has greatly 
the advantage : coolneſs of diſpoſition gives cer- 
tainty to its ſteps ; error almoſt uniformly at- 
tends the precipitant outſet of its human brothers, 
A conſiderable diſtinction is inherent. in their re- 
ſpective natuxes ; the mule never engenders 3 
one Aſſociator begets another in a round of con- 
ꝛinuedꝭ ſucceſſion ! If a mixture of parents marks 
the firſt, a moſt whimſical parade of heterogene- 
ous principles ſtamps the complection of the 
laſt. The noble and the peaſant, the fop and the 
mechanic, the warrior and the handicrafiſman, 
are jumbled together, like the epicurean con- 
courſe of fortuitous atoms. Sweet aſſemblage of 
well paited meſſmates ! fortunate, thou Kingdom, 

' who. canſt not fail to proſper, by an union of inde» 
pendence, that could alone originate from a re- 
gard to thy facred hberties | + 


Later 

+ . | | 

= That * neither ju/ice,. nor ſound policy can juſtify 
the repeal of the, late act in favor of Papiſts, is the 


concluding ſentence of our author's compoſition! Fhat 
It could not haye been repealed at the meeting of Par- 


liament, 


N 


"ih ſeſſions of parliamentary juriſdiction hive 
conſtituted a hiftory of reſiſtance to the meaſures 


of government. Declamation, treaſonable againſt 
Majeſty, reproachful of thoſe ſervants, intruſted 
by the confidence of the Crown. Inſults re-echo- 
ing from one individual to another; decorum 
proſtituted, reaſon ſuſpended, and the honor 
of the ſenator queſtioned from the unrulineſs of 
his tongue. A retroſpect of the laſt ſeſſion will 
| W to 2 r ee 5 the truth. 


r? 
=_ - 


\ Inferiot 


Hament, immediately after the ſubduction of-the riots, 
- -confiſtently with the dignity or ſafety of the nation, 
muſt readily be allowed, A mob, to the ſhare of ct- 
vilization, bas of later years been admitted to the 
perpetration of exceſſes with degrading impunity. 
To yield to their dictates at the preſent period, were to 
invite to the control of government a rabble, congenial 
with the plunderers of caravans; and to make Britain 
avear the face of an Arabian deſert! 

If it be concluded, that money had been 
circulated among the populace by agents of France, 
or of America, my deduction relative to the ſource of 
the late rioters may be rather corroborated, than an- 
nulled ; though I will not prefume to alledge (in the 
language of a late nobleman, more celebrated for wit, 
than for morality) that there is any under anding amotig 
- - the patriots on this, and thoſe on the other fide of the 

- OE 1 527 


(43 ) 1 
"Inferior orders could not fail to have admired, 
through the channel of public prints, the pa- 
triotic ſpirit raiſed in counties againſt the ve- 
ry exiſtence of the ſtate in its preſent im- 
proveable form; a form deatly purchaſed, and 
facredly to be maintained. The capital was 
the moſt "inviting, as moſt important for the 
dreadful work of more dtcifive miſchief. Ha- 
ranguers buſied at public meetings in the ſeveral 
diſaffected ſituation with treaſonable familiarity 
exclaimed, that the milder way of petition ſhould 
be inſtantly exchanged for an armed deciſion, 
moſt offenſive in its mode, and more terrific ih 
its effect; the diſcontents of Ireland, while ſub- 
ſiſting, were perpetually magnified, and a rebellion 
was the tripmphant din of popular enthuſiaſm ; 
a rebellion hovering over the vitals of the mother 
country, as ſhe had already ſtalked with irreſiſt- 


able fury, as they aſſured, through the bowels 
of colonial er 2/7 


In ſhort, artifice and reſentment, ſpur'd on by 
diſappointed ambition, had alarmed the king- 
dom (that is the weaker heads of it, by far, 
very far the moſt numerous, and the moſt oſten- 
ſible on theſe occaſions) for the ſafety of the 
conſtitution. The preſent miniſters muſt not, 
they were told, be intruſted: An, epidemical 
fever raged in the public brain —ſuch was (and 
the afſertion may be reconciled from analogy) 


7 , 
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( 34 ) 
the muddy head, whenco pour'd the late momats 
of coafuſian l the memgry of which muſt long 
main engrayed upon hearts, which dare 10 
_ayow. an affection; far their country. Had not 
intemperance of zeal preyented the exerciſe of 
more deliberate malice, Great Britain might 
have beheld. ber capital in the duſt! bleſſed aon- = 
ſequences of political infatuation; from which 
hat legiſlature, ſo unworthily abuſed by inſidi» 
ous miſconſtructions, was alone adequate to gene · 
cal protection! In the temper of the times have 
originated theſe diſgraceful calamities i a change 
of iemper from be wildering diſſatisfaction to 
rational content is a tribute due to the beſt of 
maſters our country muſt exult in, and our 
dpnemies be -abaſhed by, the future harmony of 
pune councils 19 3 ee waniney: © 


15. * 


4 Kern. 
6, 7's Our author has confn'd the following refletions 
to religidus, may I beg leave to: apply them ta: politrea/ 
oppoſitiop ? © The pride of being at the head of a party, 
rendered important by being ſet up a8 an abjeR of che 
colleted' indignation of the ſtate, the vanity of exclu- 
ive patronage and proteRtion, the ſeeming illiberality 
and want of generoſity in deferting thoſe dependents 
| that look up to chem ig their. ſufferings and diſtreſſes, 
inst which they, have no legal redreſs 3 -theſd'are the | 
dug motives, that, influenge ing and: the 
great! Pamphl. P- 21. 172 wy 's it 
Miſerable dependence ! how doſt thou graſp 
unſubſtantial twig floating en the. ſurlace, 0 

hppy- thee on the ocean of = 
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e er Tracts, 1779 and 17 80, * 


UBſtance of Political Debates on his 


Ma4aJesTY's Speech, Nov. 25, 1779. 
with a Poſtſcript on Petitions, - +. 


2. Strictures on a Pamphlet entitled Facts 


addreſſed to W &c. Feb. 21, 
1780. 


3. Speech of Epyvyp Buxkx, Eſq on 
the reform of Public Expenditure, con- 
troverted on the principles of confiſten» 
cy, and of the conſtitution. Inſcribed 
to the Right Honorable Lonn Noxrx. 


Alſo an Ode to LEONARD SMELT Eſq 3 
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